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▪ Explain the difference between grading and feedback.

▪ Discuss best practices for effective and efficient feedback.

▪ Identify ways to maximize your time when grading online 

coursework.

▪ Explain how to use D2L tools to provide feedback.

▪ Discuss the benefits of using rubrics and best practices for 

creating them.

Presentation Agenda
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Course Template

https://www.marquette.edu/center-for-teaching-and-learning/d2l-course-template.php
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Providing Meaningful Feedback:
Best Practices
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▪ Grading assigns value to student output.

▪ Pre-determine the grading criteria.

▪ Make sure grading is valid and reliable.

▪ Giving ONE writing assignment with two revisions or expansion --

instead of three different writing assignments - will ultimately 

result in better writing from your students and less time grading 

for you.

What is Grading?
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Specifications Grading

https://www.iddblog.org/can-you-save-time-with-checklist-grading/
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Specifications Grading

https://www.insidehighered.com/views/2016/01/19/new-ways-grade-more-effectively-essay
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So What Is Feedback?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

"Each time you 

swung and missed, 

you raised your 

head as you swung 

so you didn't really 

have your eye on 

the ball. On the 

one you hit hard, 

you kept your head 

down and saw the 

ball."

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Batting_(baseball)
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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▪ A friend says, "You know, when you put it that way and speak 

in that softer tone of voice, it makes me feel better."

▪ A reader comments your short story, "The first few paragraphs 

kept my full attention. The scene painted was vivid and 

interesting. But then the dialogue became hard to follow; as a 

reader, I was confused about who was talking, and the 

sequence of actions was puzzling, so I became less engaged."

Examples of Feedback
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7 Keys to Effective Feedback

Goal 
Orientated

Tangible Actionable
User-

Friendly

Timely Ongoing Consistent

From Seven Keys to Effective Feedback – Educational Leadership 70(1), September 2012

http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/sept12/vol70/num01/Seven-Keys-to-Effective-Feedback.aspx
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▪ Bad – “Good work”

• Better – “Your use of words was more precise in this paper than in 

the last one, and I saw the scenes clearly in my mind's eye.”

▪ Bad – “This is a weak paper”

• Better – “Almost from the first sentence, I was confused as to your 

initial thesis and the evidence you provide for it. In the second 

paragraph you propose a different thesis, and in the third paragraph 

you don't offer evidence, just beliefs.”

Examples
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More Opportunities for Feedback
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Ways to Maximize Your Time When Grading 
Online Coursework



15Marquette University

• Give clear parameters for grading.

• Make common mistakes comment sheet.

• Giving one assignment with revisions.

• Attaching assignments to D2L gradebook.

• Use auto graded question types.

Ways to Maximize Your Time
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Rubrics: Making Grading Practical
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Analytic Rubric

From Know 

Your Terms

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/holistic-analytic-single-point-rubrics/
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Single Point Rubric

From Know 

Your Terms

https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/holistic-analytic-single-point-rubrics/


19Marquette University

▪ Form a coherent, logical argument with a clear structure.

▪ The student should have a clear thesis statement.

▪ Each essay should demonstrate the student’s knowledge of 

the course concepts.

▪ Students should also use specific facts or ideas from the 

textbook.

Rubric from Project Instructions
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▪ Provide guidance and practice opportunities on feedback.

▪ TED Talk: Secret to Giving Great Feedback

▪ Ways to Implement -

• Turnitn Peer Mark

• D2L Discussion Boards

• Grade previous work with the rubric

Involving Students With Feedback

https://www.ted.com/talks/leeann_renninger_the_secret_to_giving_great_feedback?language=en
https://help.turnitin.com/feedback-studio/turnitin-website/instructor/peermark/about-peermark-assignments.htm


22Marquette University

Providing Meaningful Feedback
Technical Section and How To
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Feedback can be provided in several ways:

▪ Typed comments  - a few short sentences of general feedback

▪ File upload – You can use Word ‘reviewing’ features to provide detailed comments, make 

corrections etc.  Adobe Reader also allows annotating with typewriter tool

• Add feedback files button allows you to download entire folder, make edits or comments within each file, then 

re-upload the files with feedback

▪ Brightspace Assignment Grader app - for iOS or Android tablets only

(not available for PC, Mac or phones)

▪ Anonymous Marking – optional, can help reduce unconscious bias

Dropbox assignment feedback
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The submissions

tab under

Assessments->

Dropbox

Dropbox assignment feedback

Note: easy way to email

students without submissions,

remind as due date approaches,

Inform them of a missed deadline
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Feedback can be provided several ways:

Dropbox assignment feedback

On first pass, buttons appear as 

Save or Publish.  Publish 

releases feedback to students 

immediately.  Save just saves, 

you can publish all later, i.e. 
after due date.
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▪ Provides a Similarity Report, which compares a student's work to a continuously updated database of:

▪ – Previously submitted student papers

– Journal articles

– Accessible internet sites

TurnItIn originality checking

See excellent LibGuide:

https://libguides.marquette.edu/turnitin/D2

L-instructors

https://help.turnitin.com/feedback-studio/turnitin-website/instructor/the-similarity-report/accessing-the-similarity-report.htm
https://libguides.marquette.edu/turnitin/D2L-instructors
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Feedback can be provided in several ways:

▪ Multiple choice & typed short answer can be set for instant feedback

▪ Two types of written feedback: per quiz & per question

Quiz & exam feedback

Feedback for entire quiz

Feedback per question

(probably most useful for

written responses)
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Adding Feedback to Multiple choice
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Adding Submission View



30Marquette University

Adding Submission View
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Discussion Replies vs. Feedback
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Discussion Replies vs. Feedback
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How to build a Peer Review Online
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Gradebook

▪ Use the set up wizard

▪ Follow the steps to 

pick points or weights

▪ Once done add the 

categories and items
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Rubrics
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Questions & Discussion


