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CAPSTONE SEMINAR IN FAMILY STUDIES


INFS 4953
SPRING, 2021
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SEMINAR COORDINATOR: DR. LYNN TURNER

Virtual Office Hours: Wednesdays noon-2 pm.   
You can get in touch with me by phone: 414 587-6501 (c) (please leave your number on my voice mail and times when I can reach you) by text, or by e-mail: lynn.turner@marquette.edu 

Textbooks: There are no required texts for this class. To prepare your written work, I recommend that you buy: Publication manual of the American Psychological Association, 7th Ed.  
If you do not want to own this manual, there are websites you can go to get the correct information about APA style.  A useful site is Purdue OWL: 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_style_introduction.html
All your written work should be in correct APA (7th edition) format. Be aware, if you’ve used the 6th edition, several things are different in the 7th edition.

Course objective: To stimulate creative, critical, interdisciplinary thinking and research on the family. For your seminar paper (the main graded work of the class), I am asking you to think about a question about family that falls at the nexus of at least two disciplines (i.e. psychology and communication or criminology and health). For example, a paper that examines the question of how family members talk about a chronic, hereditary health problem is situated between the disciplines of communication and health.  A paper exploring how families utilize a children’s museum like the Betty Brinn Children’s Museum in Milwaukee might draw on the disciplines of child development, family communication, and museum curating.  For the seminar paper, you’ll produce an original research paper investigating the question/problem you have identified utilizing resources from both/all disciplines, and present the findings to the class at the end of the semester.
This seminar is designed to come at the end of your course of study on the family, and serve as the capstone for your minor in Family Studies.  Prior to this class, the minor has been cross disciplinary, meaning that you have taken courses from a variety of different disciplines, one at a time.  In your thinking and writing for this seminar you will be asked to make the step from cross disciplinary to interdisciplinary work, meaning that you will now think about a question through the prism of at least two disciplines at the same time.
GENERAL INFORMATION:
· Interdisciplinary Research: interdisciplinary work is required.  Interdisciplinarity refers to the use of two or more literatures/methodologies of distinct disciplines in a research project. For example, a literary and a psychological research methodology could be utilized in the paper’s analysis.  You might combine a semiotic analysis of a text with a quantitative analysis of survey data.  It isn’t absolutely necessary to utilize two methods, but you must consult two sets of literature (i.e. psychology journals and English journals, for instance).  Interdisciplinarity is what distinguishes this seminar from your other work here at the university. I think you will find working in an interdisciplinary way to be demanding but satisfying.

· Writing:  My expectations about the quantity and quality of all your writing for the course are high. This is especially true for the final seminar paper. Do not think of your project as you would a term paper for a lecture course. Seminar work is a step up from the term paper level in regard both to length and quality.  To be successful, you will need to produce a paper that demonstrates depth (competency in analyzing data to probe it beyond superficial conclusions), breadth (evidence of competency in the literature of at least two content areas), knowledge of research methodology and theory (the ability to conceive and execute original research that utilizes theory in a meaningful way), and critical analysis (integrating differing material and organizing it coherently). If you are concerned about your writing, I am happy to look at drafts (some of that is built in to the schedule). Additionally, you might seek help from the MU Writing Center: https://www.marquette.edu/writing-center/
· Research Ethics: Please visit the Office of Research Compliance site; Institutional Review Board page: http://www.marquette.edu/orc/irb/index.shtml and familiarize yourself with the categories of review and the forms. If you plan to use people to generate your data (interviews, surveys, etc.) AND you think you might use this paper for a purpose beyond a grade in this class (i.e. to present at a convention, to publish, etc.) you MUST fill out the forms to get approval for your work. If you’re not using people (i.e. your data come from TV shows, films, or any type of textual analysis) OR you won’t use the paper beyond this class, then you do not need IRB approval. Give this a lot of thought because if your paper turns out well, you might want to use it somewhere.

· Course Format: This course is a seminar where you’ll bring in ideas you’ve gained through the previous 15 credits you’ve taken focused on the family. As a seminar, I expect a great deal of participation from you all, and a lot of give and take among you rather than just lectures from me, and responses to me based on questions I’ve asked. I will present some information and ask some questions, but the bulk of the class should be you talking to each other. We’ll try brainstorming to help one another to understand and synthesize the material you’ve learned about family and to assist each other in developing your seminar papers. The primary work of the class is the seminar paper, and our class time will be in service of getting you all to choose an important topic and to write a great paper!

· Academic Honesty: Ethical behavior is essential to any professional, and it is expected of you in this class. Cheating, plagiarism, unapproved collaboration, or falsifying work in whole or in part are infractions that may result in failure of the course or even dismissal from the university. Please make sure that all work is your own and that all sources of information are accurately quoted and represented. 

Marquette University has an honor pledge that reads:

I recognize the importance of personal integrity in all aspects of life and work.  I commit myself to truthfulness, honor, and responsibility, by which I earn the respect of others.  I support the development of good character, and commit myself to uphold the highest standards of academic integrity as an important aspect of personal integrity. My commitment obliges me to conduct myself according to the Marquette University Honor Code.
Further, MU has a website devoted to Academic Integrity.  There you’ll find pertinent information about academic ethics.  You’ll find the website at:
https://www.marquette.edu/provost/academic-integrity.php
Please visit the website, and familiarize yourself with the content.  
See also the Ethical Statement in this syllabus and please sign the honor pledge and return to me by 2/10.
Tentative Schedule

The seminar is divided into 3 distinct phases:  foundations, where we’ll orient ourselves to family studies and interdisciplinary thinking; research, where you’ll work on the papers, and presentations, where you will present your findings to the group.

Foundations:
1/27 Introductions – Definition of Family and Interdisciplinary work (see posted articles and post your response by 1/30)



2/3   Discussion of Research (ethics) and responses to posted articles on D2L (responses should be posted by 2/1)
2/10 Discussion of Research (theory) and responses to posted articles on D2L (post by 2/8)

Turn in Honor Pledge (and Release if you wish) (see pp. 10 & 11 of this syllabus)
2/17 Discussion of Research (method) and responses to posted articles on D2L (post by 2/15)
2/24 Discussion of your topics


Turn in Topic registration paper (see p. 6 of this syllabus)
Research:
3/3   No formal class, but turn in your first draft for my comments 
3/10  No class (mental health)
3/17  Turn in annotated bib (see posted example)
3/24 Writing Day (no class) circulate your draft to your breakout room by today at 5 pm
3/31 Workshop Day – we’ll meet in breakout rooms to discuss drafts
4/7  Turn in second draft for my comments

Presentations:
4/14 Presentations

4/21 Presentations
4/28 Presentations – All papers due no later than 11:59 pm
5/5  No class (mental health)
Assignment Descriptions: 
For each of the 4 posting assignments, I will post a reading on D2L along with a question. You need to post a response to the question informed by the reading. You need to have you post up before midnight the Monday prior to the Wednesday we’ll discuss the topic for ethics, theory and method. For the family definition and/or interdisciplinary posting, you should have your response up before midnight Saturday 1/30. Your post should be succinct, but thoroughly respond to my question.

The Topic Registration Paper This is a 1-3 page paper following the format below:
WORKING TITLE OF RESEARCH PAPER: (try to come up with an interesting, catchy title)                                                                                                                                                               BRIEF EXPLANATION OF HOW YOU’RE DEFINING FAMILY FOR PURPOSES OF YOUR PAPER:
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK YOU PLAN TO USE:    

YOUR CENTRAL QUESTION(S)/HYPOTHESIS(SES):

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE METHODOLOGY YOU PLAN ON USING:                            BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SIGNIFICANCE OF YOUR TOPIC AND

QUESTION/HYPOTHESIS:

DISCUSS THE DISCIPLINES THAT CONTRIBUTE TO THE PAPER AND MAKE A CASE FOR WHY THIS IS AN INTERDISCIPLINARY PROJECT:

You may write the paper as a series of answers to these questions as they are posed here, or you can integrate your answers in a narrative – just be sure each question is answered fully.  

AFTER YOU TURN IN THIS PAPER ON FEB. 24, YOU WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO CHANGE THE TOPIC SIGNIFICANTLY.  OF COURSE, YOU CAN TWEAK IT, BUT YOU CANNOT CHANGE THE TOPIC SUBSTANTIALLY.  FOR INSTANCE, YOU COULDN’T MOVE FROM A CONSIDERATION OF THE ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF DIVORCE, TO AN ANALYSIS OF COMMUNICATION IN STEPFAMILIES.  YOU COULD CHANGE A PAPER PREVIOUSLY CONCEIVED AS A STUDY OF DIVORCE’S IMPACT ON MENTAL HEALTH TO A STUDY OF HOW DIVORCE IMPACT’S CHILDREN’S MENTAL AND PHSYICAL HEALTH.  IF YOUR TOPIC PROVES NOT FEASIBLE, YOU WILL HAVE TO DROP THE COURSE AND FORFEIT THE MINOR. SO, CHOOSE YOUR TOPIC WISELY AND THOUGHTFULLY.
The Annotated Bibliography should have no fewer than 5 sources on your stated topic. For each source you are to explain (in your own words) what the article accomplished and then speak about how the article will be useful to you in writing your paper. An example is posted on D2L – it only cites journal articles, but the citations are correct for APA, 7th Ed.
The Final Presentation should be between 30-40 minutes, utilize visuals, and clearly tell us what you investigated, summarize the relevant literature, explain how it’s an interdisciplinary paper, explain what you used as a method, what theories you used, what you found, what implications you drew from your work, and your limitations and suggestions for future research on the topic. You might check out the following website for tips on making effective presentations in general: https://www.skillsyouneed.com/present/presentation-tips.html and the following site for presenting on Teams: https://www.thinkoutsidetheslide.com/8-ways-to-engage-your-audience-when-presenting-in-a-microsoft-teams-or-zoom-meeting
The Final Paper is a formal research paper with a full reference list that follows the guidelines established by the American Psychological Association (APA) for citing references and organizing the paper - Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (7th ed.). The paper should be a fully research-based work, it must have some data analysis contained within it and it should be approximately 25-35 pages long all-inclusive (i.e. that includes any charts or tables and your reference list) with a reference list of at least 15 sources.  You can go to the family studies website and see some model papers to give you an idea of the scope of the project (www.marquette.edu/family) the papers are found under the tab labeled capstone seminar.  They are password protected, and the password will be given to you the first week of class.
Warning, the example papers were written using APA 6th Ed., so be sure to go to an APA 7th Ed. source for models and don’t use the example papers as models for APA format.
Criteria for Grading the Final Paper (320 points total)
1.
IS THE PAPER WRITTEN ON THE AGREED UPON TOPIC?  IS THE TOPIC SIGNIFICANT?  IS THE TOPIC APPROPRIATE FOR THE ASSIGNMENT? ARE THE KEY TERMS CLEARLY DEFINED? (20 PTS.)

2.
MECHANICS (SPELLING, PUNCTUATION, PROPER APA FORM THROUGHOUT, ETC.), CLARITY AND WRITING STYLE. (10 PTS.)

3.
DOES THE PAPER MAKE GOOD USE OF THEORY?  IS THE PAPER WELL GROUNDED IN APPROPRIATE METHODS? (70 PTS.)


4.
IS THE PAPER COMPREHENSIVE; DOES IT COVER THE TOPIC REASONABLY WELL OR HAVE IMPORTANT ASPECTS BEEN SKIPPED OR TREATED UNEVENLY? DOES THE PAPER DO JUSTICE TO THE LITERATURES OF THE TWO OR MORE DISCIPLINES CHOSEN?  DOES THE REFERENCE LIST INCLUDE AT LEAST 15 SOURCES?
(70 PTS.)

5. ANALYSIS: 1.  DOES THE PAPER USE THE DATA WELL, SUBSTANTIATING CLAIMS ADEQUATELY?  2.  IS THERE ADEQUATE ANALYSIS OF THE DATA?  (100 PTS.)

6. IS THE PAPER COHERENT AND INTEGRATED? (THIS RESULTS FROM 

YOUR ABILITY TO RELATE VARIOUS AND DISPARATE MATERIALS IN 

SUPPORT OF THE QUESTION YOU ARE TRYING TO ANSWER).  PLEASE NOTE, HOWEVER, THAT IT IS NOT REQUIRED THAT METHODOLOGIES BE INTEGRATED, FUSED OR MODIFIED.
(25 PTS.)

7. IS THE PAPER INVENTIVE ADDING SOMETHING TO OUR 

UNDERSTANDING OF FAMILIES?
(25 PTS.)

____________________________________________________________


Seminar Grading Distribution:

Post on Family/Interdiscinplinary Readings

10 points

Post on Ethics Readings 




10 points

Post on Theory Readings




10 points

Post on Methodology Readings



10 points

Topic Registration
 Paper




15 points

Annotated Bibliography




50 points

Participation





25 points

Final Presentation





50 points

Seminar Paper

         


         320 points

Total 


         


         500 points





The overall grading scale that I will follow is below:

93 – 100%
(A)



80 – 82.99%
(B-)

90 – 92.99%
(A-)



77 – 79.99%
(C+)

87 – 89.99% 
(B+)



73 – 76.99%
(C)

83 – 86.99%
(B)



70 – 72.99
(C-)







67 – 69.99
(D+)







60 – 66.99
(D)






> 59.99
(F)
Statement on Ethical Communication

Adapted from the NCA Credo for Ethical Communication (Sept., 1999)

Questions of right and wrong arise whenever we communicate.  Ethical communication is the grounding for responsible thinking, decision making, and the development of healthy relationships and strong communities.  Additionally, ethical communication enhances human worth and dignity by fostering truthfulness, fairness, responsibility, personal integrity, and respect for self and others.  Unethical communication threatens the quality of all communication and consequently the well-being of individuals, and the society in which we live.  Therefore, in this class we need to be committed to practicing the following principles of ethical communication:

1. Truthfulness, accuracy, honesty are essential to the integrity of communication.  Related to this is truthfulness in written work or the avoidance of plagiarism.  All words and ideas in your written work must be original or attributed to a source.  Attributions should indicate whether the source was quoted directly or indirectly.  Failure to do will result in failing this class.

2. Freedom of expression, diversity of perspectives, and tolerance of dissent are fundamental to the integrity of communication.

3. We need to understand and respect other communicators before evaluating and responding to their messages.

4. All people need access to communication resources and opportunities in order for communication to be ethical.

5. We need to promote communication climates of caring and mutual understanding that respect the unique needs and characteristics of individual communicators.

6. We must condemn communication that degrades individuals and groups through distortion, intimidation, coercion, violence, and through the expression of intolerance and hatred.

7. We are committed to the courageous expression of personal convictions.

8. We advocate sharing information, opinions, and feelings when facing significant choices while also respecting privacy and confidentiality.

9. We need to accept responsibility for the short-and long-range consequences for our communication and expect the same of others.


Honor Pledge Required (turn in by 2/10)
I, __________________________ agree to abide by the ethical code set forth in this syllabus for

            (Print name)

INFS 4953, Spring, 2021.  I agree that if I commit any acts of ethical misconduct as outlined above, I will receive a failing grade in this class.

Signed:   _______________________________

Date: __________________________________


Release Form Optional
I, ___________________________ agree to allow Dr. Turner to use my written work on the Family Studies website.  I understand that my quotation on the website will be identified with my name unless I request a pseudonym here.

Pseudonym Requested:  
Signed: ___________________________

Date: _____________________________
Quotable Quotes for the Web Site: 
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